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REVIEWS. 

Art. XII. Tablas Necrologicas del Colera-Morbus en la Ciudad de la 
Habana y sits Jlrrabales Formadas a escitacion del Escmo. Senor 
In/endenle de Ejercito Conde di Villanueva. Por Don Ramon de 
la Sagra. Habana, 1833. 

Of the very many places which have been visited by the spasmodic 
cholera, since the appearance of that disease in America, there are 
few which have suffered in so dreadful a manner—where the pestilence 
has carried off so large a portion of the population in so short a space 
of time—as the Havana. To those who are acquainted with the topo¬ 
graphy of the place, with the nature of its localities and climate, this 
excessive mortality cannot be a matter of astonishment. They are 
well aware that the Havana is a seaport town, containing the sources 
of impure exhalations, so uniformly encountered in situations of the 
sort—that it is built in a manner little suited to correct the effects of 
those effluvia, and inhabited by a people, the lower portions of whom 
are far from holding cleanliness in the light of a virtue—that it con¬ 
tains a large population concentered within a narrow compass—that 
a considerable portion of that population consists of slaves subjected 
to great hardships and privations, and of free people of colour, who, 
like the same class in other parts of the world, are probably negligent 
of hygienic measures; intemperate in their mode of living; possess 
other habits of a nature calculated to render them more prone to the 
disease, and to increase the virulence of its attack, and destitute of 
the means requisite for commanding efficient professional aid; and 
finally, that it is subjected to the sanitary regulations of a govern¬ 
ment and medical corporation, entertaining opinions relative to the 
mode of propagation of the malady likely to lead to the adop¬ 
tion of measures totally inadequate to arrest or mitigate the pro¬ 
gress of the evil. So far indeed were those aware of the above cir¬ 
cumstances from being astonished, that by many with whom we con¬ 
versed or corresponded, it was anticipated, last autumn, that the cho¬ 
lera would not be long before making its appearance in that city, and 
that when it did so, its ravages would be considerable. The result 
has unfortunately but too well shown that they were not deceived in 
their calculations. 
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of the Statistical Society of Paris, we find that the population of the 
city and suburbs of the Havana amounted in 182" to 70,595—32,355 
whites, and 38,243 coloured people; and that in 1830, it amounted 
to 112,023, of whom 64,621 were white, and 47,402 coloured, (23, 
562 free, and 23,840 slaves.) On examination, however, it was found, 
that neither the first nor the second of these estimates, which was 
furnished by Sr. De Sagra, (and which it is astonishing he did not 
make use of in the present work,) could have formed the basis of his 
calculations relative to the rates of mortality in the different classes 
of the population. The one is too small, the other too large. Hence 
we are left in the dark on that subject, and must content ourselves 
with the comparisons and calculations we find in the work before us. 
Ilut be that population what it may, it results, from the researches of 
Sr. De Sagra, consigned in his large statistical work, that the average 
mortality in the Havana during the five years, 1825-29, amounted to 
3113.4 annually; 1852.6 among the coloured people, and 1260.8 
among the whites. From the present work, we learn that in the 
same period, the average relative mortality among the white and 
coloured population in the different parishes of which the city is 
composed, was— 


In the Parish of the CateJral - 

34J 

whites to 

654 

coloured. 

“ Santo Angel 

384 

a 

614 

(C 

«* Espiritu Santo 

324 

it 

674 

it 

“ San Cristo 

314 

it 

684 

“ 

“ Nuestra Sra. de } 

Guadalupe 5 

474 

it 

524 

il 

** Jesus Maria 

40 

“ 

60 

II 


The relative proportion among the sexes in those two classes of in¬ 
dividuals was, among the whites, 55 males to 45 females; and among 
the coloured people, 51 males to 49 females. If we have regard to 
the various classes of the coloured population, we find that the pro¬ 
portion in every 100 deaths was— 

42 males to 58 females among free mulattoes. 


46 “ 

54 

a 

slave “ 

45 

55 

it 

free negroes. 

60 

40 

it 

slave “ 


We have entered into these details in order to have some points of 
comparison in our subsequent remarks, and to he able to show the 
modifications occasioned in the rates of mortality by the cholera. The 
disease made its first appearance on the 26th ot February, in the pa¬ 
rish of Nuestra Sra de Guadalupe, which is situated on the outside 
of the walls, and contains a large number of narrow and filthy streets, 
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is indicated by the above statement. But while such was the rela¬ 
tive mortality among the sexes taken in the aggregate, without re¬ 
ference to colour, the proportion of deaths was not the same among 
the males and females of the white and coloured population taken 
separately, or even among each class of each colour. The following 
table will show the number of deaths among the males and females 
of those different classes in the 7435 individuals above mentioned:— 


Whites. 

Males. 

Females. 

American - 

760 

- 881 

Spaniards 

414 

- 51 

Foreigners - 

32 

- 11 

Undetermined 

130 

- 86 

Colouded. 



Free Creole negroes - 

438 

- 632 

Slave do. do. 

219 

- 258 

Free African do. 

492 

- 521 

Slave do. do. 

980 

- 590 

Free Creole mulattoes 

208 

- 301 

Slave do. do. 

12 

- 22 

Undetermined 

270 

- 127 


From these statements of the number of deaths from cholera, it re¬ 
sults according to Sr. De Sagra, that the mortality, from that cause 
alone, amounted in the short space of fifty-four days, to about 8 per 
cent, of the whole number of the inhabitants. It will be found, how¬ 
ever, from what we have stated relatively to the mortality in each 
class of individuals, and in each sex, that the proportion of deaths 
among them differed considerably. The following table, which we 
transcribe from the work under review, will establish this fact in a 
satisfactory manner:— 


White males - 
White females - 
Free male mulattoes - 
Free female do. - 
Slave male do. 

Slave female do. - 
Free Creole negroes - 
Free Creole female negroes 
Slave Creole male negroes 
Slave Creole female negroes 
African free negroes - 
African free female negroes 
Slave African negroes 
Slave African female negroes 
No. XXIV.—August, 183S. 


5 per cent 

4 «« 

6 “ 

7 “ 

6 « 

7 " 

10 " 

11 « 

7 « 

6i “ 

19 « 

17 “ 

10 $ " 

84 " 


38 
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Catedral - 
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As regards the relative mortality of the sexes in each class during 
the prevalence of the epidemic, it will be found, when compared to 
that noticed in ordinary years, to have been somewhat modified 
among the white, hut not at all among the coloured population. 
Thus, instead of 55 males to 45 females in every 100 deaths among 
the former, the proportion was changed to 59 males to 41 females; 
while among the people of colour, the proportion remained the same 
as in ordinary seasons—51 males to 49 females. This similarity in 
the proportion, however, will only hold, if we have regard to the 
mortality among the males and females of the coloured population 
considered in the aggregate; for if we examine the mortality iu the 
various classes of which that population is composed, the uniformity 
no longer will be found to exist. Thus instead of the proportions 
which we have stated to occur in each class, during ordinary seasons, 
it was discovered that in every 100 deaths, there were— 

48 males to 52 females among free mulattoes. 
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From an examination of these proportions, and a comparison of 
them with those obtained during ordinary seasons, it results, that the 
ravages of the epidemic was greater among female than male mulat¬ 
toes, as well as among male than female negroes, both in a free and 
slave condition. In ordinary seasons also these occur, in every 100 
deaths, 41 among the whites to 59 among people of colour. During 
the cholera the proportion was changed to SO among the whites, to 
rO among people of colour. In other words, the mortality among the 
whites decreased at the rate of 11 per cent, while that among the co¬ 
loured population increased in the same ratio. The author remarks, 
that by comparing the ordinary average daily mortality of the Havana, 
to the average daily number of deaths during the prevalence of the 
epidemic, it will be seen that in general the former amounts to about 
10, while during the latter period it rose to 153; consequently, that 
in the short space of fifty-four days, there perished in the Havana and 
its suburbs, as many individuals as usually die in the same place in 
the course of twenty-six months. 



440 


Sagra on Cholera Morbus of the Havana. 
individual 8 of various pBriod^rf^fe^and^^eac^cUM^nh^jK^ui 1 ^ 



| From birth to 7 
7 to 10 
10 to 15 
15 to 20 
20 to 30 
30 to 40 
40 to 50 
50 to 60 
60 to 70 
70 to 80 
, 80 to 90 

Undetermined 
Omissions 


il45ollQ29i,225'31 1 | 3ol 35 983 119o!l381 ODgLoo.'^SoE 


By comparing the number of individuals „h„ .• . 

nods of life in ordinary times, to that 'l Var '° US p ' 

oil, at corresponding periods durinn- tl persons who "ere Carrie 
it will be found, tl°af amon^ the °i ,' e P r ® vallence of the epidemit 
during the chole’ra *** 

dren and infants- although * a* ~ , 60 ’ an “ smaller in chil 

sively among^children Amonl .f T thc ^ «•« 

of deaths durinn- the epidemic ° ^ C ° ° Ured P°Pulation, the numbe 
between thirtv fnd fnrtvTnH ? C °“ siderab,e in individual 

found to be the case at other timeT Tlds sTnall Per,<UlS ^ * 

was particularly observable in^r , ! ? , er P ro P ortlon of death: 

*'"cE dm, rz;* i,*" 1 ... 

j i e 7’ r “r ? ■“»»«»«w® i 

found to be- COl ° Ured ’ fr ° m birt, ‘ *° ‘he tenth year, is 


From birth to 1 year . 66 % percent Coloured. 

13 oi * 61 per cent. 

3 in 21 < 19 *« 

o 10 - 13 «* 

Jut during the epidemic, the proportion in corresponding periods 



441 


Sagra on Cholera Morbus of the Havana. 


White. 

From birth to 1 year - 32 per cent. 

1 3 29 “ 

3 10 39 “ 


Coloured. 
27 per cent. 
30 « 

43 « 


This fact, as the authorvery justly remarks, confirms the observation 
already made, that children and infants are much less prone to the 
disease than adults. 

Sr. De Sagra was not able to collect information relative to the 
professions and trades of the individuals carried oft' by the disease— 
to their modes of life, habits, dwellings, &c. Yet, from the documents 
he had the opportunity of consulting, he thinks, he can conclude, 
that the most vicious were not more prone than others to the disease; 
and that the pestilence was particularly destructive among individuals 
exposed to the greatest privations. The wealthy portions of the city 
presented the smallest mortality; while, on the contrary, the largest 
number of deaths occurred in the most populated districts. In order 
to compare the mortality in the various parishes, it is necessary to be 
apprised of the circumstance, that of the great number of deaths 
among coloured people, which occurred in the parish Del Cerro, more 
than one-half proceeded from the depositories of runaway negroes, and 
other establishments situated within its jurisdiction. 

The author of the work of whose contents we have thus offered a 
brief analysis, is not a member of the medical profession. Hence he 
has abstained from entering on a variety of subjects, which would 
have proved interesting to his medical readers, but most of which, as 
experience has served to convince us, physicians alone can with 
propriety undertake to elucidate; as, for example, the history of the 
disease, its origin, mode of propagation, character, as well as the 
textural alterations revealed on dissection, the most beneficial modes 
of treatment, and the proportion of deaths to the sick. It is to be 
hoped, that some experienced and intelligent practitioner will, ere 
long, furnish to the medical public the desired details on each of 
these points. La R. 
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